A green challenge that

By GuiLLErmO BLANCO

What one day seemed to be impossible
now has come true. It has been proven.
People feel more comfortable when they
are surrounded by nature and that’s why
many architects design buildings in balan-
ce with the environment. But that is not
all: trendy and modern buildings make
people feel more connected with nature
itself.

UDLA is a great example of this new way of
designing buildings. Everything began when
the college authorities decided to remodel
our facilities. They considered an important
issue at the re-design building moment; stu-
dents wanted a warmer place, more natural
and not that flat and cold. It was a big cha-
llenge, but they decided to put shoulders to
the wheel.

As Juan Manuel Cervantes, UDLA’s general
services chief says, it wasn't easy at all, but

absolutely worthy.“When we were told about
all the changes about college’s structure, we
couldn't believe it. It was such a difficult pro-
cess, because the works had to be made whi-
le students were having classes, so this situa-
tion made it more complex”, he mentioned to
CONTACTO UDLA.

lit really was, but according to a poll made
among UDLA’s student, months before the
remodeling, the wish of green areas inside
the college was urgen.

If they wanted it, they would have it. Just
have a look at the college now. Architect Mu-
ray, a Mexican professional, descendant from
a Japanese family, was the person selected to
doit.

The new building needed plants, that would
give life to dull spaces, which had to be gor-
geous. The new facilities had to lively but,
moreover, they had to be strong enough to
survive in different conditions of light, tem-

perature and humidity.

As Mr Cervantes explains, the option was all
year long plants which could resist all sea-
sons.

If you look around the halls, you can see a va-
riety of plant species like palms, ferns, lion’s
claws and climbing roots which are not that
delicate and can be watered every three
days.

Mr. Muray wanted not only plants but also
waterfalls mixed with the weed, which would
created a believable nature scene.

Currently, Mr Cervantes’ office is testing a
new water cycling system for the fountains to
reduce humidity.

This entire refreshed image is part of a new
intention to create a smooth environment for
students and employees so they can impro-
ve our performance and feel proud of being
part of this educational institution.

And they are also a reminder of where we
come from.
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“It all happened when | was sixteen years old.
I was in Jalisco at that time, and like many
teenagers | was bored. It was spring break so |
knew all my friends would be free to do almost
anything. That’s about when | came up with
the idea that | should invite all my friends over
for a séance. At that time playing with a Ouija
board was a very popular hobby among young
people. | had never played it before because |
didn't believe in those things, but | was very
curious. After we bought a Ouija board we
went over to my house to start playing. At first
we were all having a really good time, except

no one was scarred. We started asking the

Every semesTER, UDLA’s ENGLISH CENTRE OPENS A COMPETITION TO STIMULATE WRITING IN THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE, AS A PART OF THE SCHOOL PROGRAMME TO ENHANCE THE LEARNING OF ENGLISH

AMONGST ITS STUDENTS AND TO GIVE THEM A WHOLE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION. THis “A DARk GAME”

WAS THE WINNING STORY AT THE LATEST STORY-TELLING COMPETITION THERE. THE WRITER OF THIS VERY

PIECE WAS ENRIQUE GAZAK DORANTES, STUDENT AT ADMINISTRACION DE EMPRESAS.

Ouija board a lot of questions, and | guess it
answered though | can't tell for sure. Even if it
did, I still didn't believe any of it.

After a while had passed with nothing
interesting to talk about, one of my friends said
something that freaked us all out. He said “If
you exist let me see you’, but at that moment
nothing happened.

About two or three minutes after he said that,
strange things started happening. First of all,
the wind started blowing in a very strange
manner; it was very noisy and very strong. The
wind scared us, but it couldn’t have prepared
us for what happened next. A few seconds after

the strange wind had started, the lights went
out. By then we were all really scared and ready
to leave my house, so we got up and walked
towards the door.

When we got out a strange and mysterious
black dog came towards us, we couldn't go
anywhere and after a few seconds of starring
at us it dropped a bone at our feet. To this day
I'm not sure of what happened, and | don't
know if | believe that it is all connected to the
Ouija board.

| do know that you should always keep an
open mind because some things you just can't
explain”.
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( finales de la década de los

ochentas, el alumno interesado en estudiar
en Relaciones Internacionales tenia cuatro
escasas alternativas (en realidad cinco, si se
trataba de una mujer): El Colegio de Méxi-
co, la Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
México, la Universidad de las Américas y la
Universidad de Chapultepec. La quinta alter-
nativa para una estudiante era la ya desapa-
recida Universidad Femenina. Mas alla de es-
tas instituciones la oferta era practicamente
inexistente.

Excepto en Puebla, en el interior de la Repu-
blica no habia mas posibilidades de desarro-
llar esta disciplina. Y de hecho, los tres pri-
meros congresos de la Asociacion Mexicana
de Estudios Internacionales (celebrados en
Tijuana, Puebla y Oaxaca) sélo convocaron a
estas cinco instituciones.

Tenemos el orgullo de pertenecer a una ins-
titucion que fue pionera en la ensefianza
de las Relaciones Internacionales. Las raices
histéricas de nuestra Universidad aun pue-
den descubrirse en nuestra hemeroteca, que
guarda numeros de la revista Foreign Affairs
que datan de los cincuentas, y que son parte
de un acervo que aun se onserva.

{Qué ventajas ofrece la UDLA frente a todas
estas instituciones y cdmo nos hemos bene-
ficiado de ser una de las pioneras en ofrecer
esta carrera?

La apertura econémica y comercial que
tuvo lugar a partir del ingreso de México al
GATT en 1986 provocd un “acercamiento de
México con el mundo”y marcé el inicio de
una demanda de profesionistas que “admi-
nistraran” o este acercamiento, y que incluso

Por Gustavo Acua*

lo justificaran. Esta apertura coincidié, con
mi desarrollo universitario, y fui testigo del
tipo de nuevas oportunidades laborales que
se abrieron para los internacionalistas. La Se-
cretaria de Relaciones Exteriores dejé de ser
el centro de atraccién de los alumnos inte-
resados en realizar su servicio social. Nuevas
secretarias y agencias del gobierno deman-
daron la participacién de alumnos, pasantes
y egresados.

Yo, personalmente, llevé mi curriculo a BAN-
COMEXT como tantos otros compafieros,
que no solo realizaron su servicio social en
esa institucién sino que hasta la fecha tra-
bajan en ella, aunque lo tomé con cierto es-
cepticismo, ya que consideraba que quienes
estaban mas capacitados para trabajar en el
area econdmica eran los egresados de Co-
mercio Internacional del Instituto Politécni-
co Nacional.

La demanda de internacionalistas en el sec-
tor publico pronto se extendi6 a la iniciativa
privada, con la citada entrada al GATT y la
posterior firma del Tratado de Libre Comer-
cio de América del Norte. Fue asi que sur-
gieron consultorias, nuevos departamentos
dentro de las empresas dirigidos a los merca-
dos internacionales, oficinas de apoyo a las
agencias aduanales,... Todas estas oficinas
aun hoy siguen demandando la presencia
de los internacionalistas en el disefio y apli-
cacion de sus programas y politicas.

En este contexto, no fue una casualidad que
un conjunto de Universidades identificaran
un espacio de oportunidad y atendieran esta
demanda del mercado laboral.

La Universidad de las Américas resolvié no
quedarse a la zaga de toda esta transicion.
Ha estado obligada a distinguirse de otras

Universidades y mostrar y acrecentar sus
ventajas. Estas son notorias para nuestros
estudiantes. En mis dias, por ejemplo, no
tuve un doctor impartiéndome clases has-
ta el séptimo semestre. Hoy, hasta nuestros
alumnos de primer ingreso reciben sus cur-
sos impartidos por profesores con amplia
experiencia profesional y docente.

El plan de estudios es regularmente actuali-
zado, nuestros egresados son competitivos
en el mercado de trabajo y muchos de ellos
empiezan a trabajar desde su ultimo semes-
tre. En general, su desempefio destaca entre
los egresados de otras instituciones.

Lo que mas aprecio de mi Institucion es la
atencion personalizada: el Departamento
de Relaciones Internacionales da un segui-
miento constante al desarrollo de cada una
de las actividades y permanentemente es-
cuchamos las demandas y propuestas de los
alumnos. La relaciéon entre los profesores y
los alumnos es un juego suma-positiva en
donde las actividades de uno y otro se com-
plementan, y no un juego de competencia.
A final de cuentas, como me lo dijeron mis
maestros al conferirme el grado de doctor,
los profesores mas exigentes que vamos a
encontrar son, paraddjicamente, nuestros
alumnos. Ellos son los encargados de con-
firmar nuestros titulos al finalizar cada clase,
cada asesoria, cada tesis o cada examen pro-
fesional. Debemos ganarnos su titulo acadé-
mico cada dia de trabajo.

La Universidad de las Américas me lo ha en-
seflado y yo estoy orgulloso de trabajar en
ella.

*Profesor a tiempo completo de Relaciones In-
ternacionales en la UDLA
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